


Assessment Information 

Who is suitable for this course? 

Why should I take this course? 

Commitment, perseverance and involvement are essential for success in GCSE Music. You 
should be willing to practise your vocal and instrumental skills with peripatetic and private   
tuition. The coursework contents means that a great deal depends on you as an individual to 
organise musical material and produce effort in your own specialism to achieve your potential. 
A positive approach and desire to succeed are important qualities for the study of music.    
Some degree of vocal and/or instrumental skill would be an advantage. 

Examining Board: WJEC      Accreditation: GCSE Grades A* - G 

 

 

GCSE Music is about creating, performing and analysing music in a wide variety of musical styles.      
The three main areas of music skills are:  

 

Unit 1  - Performing: solo vocal/instrumental performance and preparation of 4-6 minute ensemble 
piece for three or more players (non-examination assessment that makes up 35% of the qualification) 

Unit 2 - Composing: create and develop musical ideas into compositions, submitting two                
contrasting pieces (one brief set by WJEC and the other a free composition) totalling 3-6 minutes. 
(coursework that makes up 35% of the qualification) 

Unit 3 - Appraising:  identify and compare the distinctive characteristics of music from a variety of 
styles and traditions, related to the areas of study. 
(1 hour and 15 minutes written examination that makes up 30% of the qualification) 
 
 

Areas of study 1: Musical Forms and Devices  2: Music for Ensembles 3: Film Music 4: Popular Music  

                                    
 

GCSE Music is a good preparation for further musical study. It will demonstrate valuable skills 
such as commitment and teamwork and celebrate your musical ability.  
 
 

GCSE Music will give you an excellent grounding for multiple career opportunities:  

GCSE Music 

For Further Information 
Please contact the Music department. 

Future Options 
After studying GCSE Music you could:  

 

Study Advanced Level Music in the Sixth Form;  

 

Study for a degree in a music-related course or other subject at university; 

 

Get a job in the music industry. 

 Radio DJ Publishing 

 Record Producer 
       Music Director 

 Vocalist 

        Session Musician 

 
 

Music 
Therapy     Music Teacher 

Song Writing 
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